Transcript: TransEDU – Gender Neutral Toilets

[Text on video] We asked trans and non-binary students and staff: what would help you to feel safer on campus?
Gender neutral toilets - when you find one, it's amazing. It's difficult 'cus it doesn't sound like a big issue but it's also an everyday annoyance like 'Argh! What do I do?' 'Do I go here? Do I go there?' What will people around me be least bothered about?
'Cus even if you have permission from lecturers to use whatever facility you want the students don't know that. And I've gotten comments from people, like 'What are you doing in here?' and it's like, well if I go in there I'll get the exact same response I'll get the same response from both places and it's just really difficult.
I just think gender neutral toilets would make a lot of people more comfortable including my non-binary friends.
Going into a toilet that on the door only welcomes one side means that you're taking a stand for your gender identity. Since I haven't felt that gender has been discussed at college, I don't think it's something others understand.
While I don't think there's anything physical that stops me, the fear of others' reaction and my knowledge of others' ignorance stops me from taking that stand.
Gender neutral toilets always a contentious issue. We have them in the Union but there's only one on campus. Yeah, so that would be a bit thing - not only for mental health - it would mean I wouldn't have to run across campus to a gender neutral toilet if I need to pee.
The gender neutral toilets at college are all single cubicle - no one knows what your gender is, you just go in, and you pee, and you leave and no one knows who who is and you've not got that awkward thing of walking into a room of toilets, and people being like 'Oh, are you meant to be here?!'
Most university campus property could have gender neutral bathrooms - there's something reaffirming. You've got enough indicators around your life - 'You're different' 'You're different', you know? - going to the bathroom is just another one.
If I'm in the library I'm like, right, okay - 'Should I just leave?' there's none in the library. There's disabled ones, but there are a lot of wheelchair users and people who have access needs using the library and they need them. It's just not fair on any of us that do require those.
I think every building should have a gender neutral toilet somewhere - it doesn't have to be on the ground floor, it doesn't have to be the most easily accessible one - it just needs to be there and we need to know about it.
[Text on video] Lack of access to safe and appropriate toilet facilities puts trans and non-binary people at heightened risk of harassment, hostility, and physical health issues.
[Text on video] Some people avoid going to the toilet all day because their college or university does not provide safe and appropriate facilities.
[Text on video] The basic human need becomes a daily source of anxiety and difficulty for many trans and non-binary students and staff.
